SIGNS  AND  SEASONS

An enamel of ice upon the trees alone puts an em-
bargo upon their supplies. At such seasons the
ruffed grouse u buds " or goes hungry ; while the
snowbirds, snow buntings, Canada sparrows, gold-
finches, shore larks, and redpolls arc dependent
upon the weeds and grasses that rise above the
snow, and upon the litter of the haystack and barn-
yard. Neither do the deep snows and the severe
cold materially affect the supplies of the rabbit
The deeper the snow, the nearer he is brought to
the tops of the tender bushes and shoots. I see m
my walks where he has cropped the tops of the
small, bushy, soft maples, cutting them slantingly
as you would do with a knife, and quite as smoothly.
Indeed, the mark was so like that of a knife that,
notwithstanding the tracks, it was only after the
closest scrutiny that I was convinced it was the
sharp, chisel-like teeth of the rabbit. lie leaves no
chips, and apparently makes clean work of every
twig he cuts off.

The wild or native mice usually lay up stores In
the fall, in the shape of various nutst grain* and
seeds, yet the provident instinct, as in the red
squirrel and in the jay, seems only partly developed
in them; instead of carrying these supplies home,
they hide them in the nearest convenient place* I
have known them to carry a pint or more of hick-
ory nuts and deposit them in a pair of boots stand-
ing in the chamber of an outhouse, Near the
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